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Abnormal T2 FLAIR hyperintensity and 

restricted diffusion in a symmetric configuration 

involving the basal ganglia, thalami, external 

capsules, hippocampi, and insular regions. 
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Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 

(CJD)
• CJD: Defined as rapidly progressive, invariably fatal 

neurodegenerative disorder believed to be caused by an abnormal 

isoform of a cellular glycoprotein known as the prion protein.

• Sporadic CJD most commonly affects the cerebral cortex and deep 

grey matter

– Most common:

• Insula

• Cingulate gyrus

• Superior frontal gyrus 

• Treatment is supportive (life expectancy ~ 8 mo. within Sx onset):

– Antidepressants for anxiety and depression

– Analgesics for pain

– Sodium valproate can aid with tremors



Imaging Findings

Usual

– Focal or diffuse, symmetric or asymmetric involvement of 

cerebral cortex, basal ganglia (corpus striatum), or both.

– Sparing of the perirolandic cortex

– Cerebellar atrophy

Unusual

– Involvement of the perirolandic cortex

– “Pulvinar” and “double hockey stick” signs

– DWI hyperintensity involving the cerebellum
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