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Necrotizing Fasciitis
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Necrotizing Fasciitis

• Soft tissue infection which is rapidly progressive

• Often begins in superficial fascia, with subsequent 

extension into deep fascia

• Necrosis caused by microvascular occlusion 

• More common in elderly or immunocompromised patients

• Mortality 30-70%

• Due to high mortality, imaging studies should not delay 

clinical diagnosis and surgical debridement

• Soft tissue gas is only seen in minority of cases
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