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Alvin C. Powers, M.D., is the Director of the Vanderbilt Diabetes Research and Training Center, a 

NIH-funded center that facilitates the diabetes-related research of more than 120 Vanderbilt 
scientists. He is a physician-scientist whose research on type 1 and type 2 diabetes focuses on 

pancreatic islet biology, development, and function. His research is or has been supported by the 
NIH, the VA Research Service, the JDRF, and the American Diabetes Association (ADA). Dr. 

Powers, a physician at Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the VA Tennessee Valley 
Healthcare System, is listed by Castle Connolly Medical Ltd as one of “America’s Top Doctors.” Dr. 
Powers received his undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia and his medical degree 

from the University of Tennessee Center for the Health Sciences. After training in internal medicine 
at Duke University Medical Center, Dr. Powers trained in Endocrinology and Diabetes at the Joslin 

Diabetes Center, the Massachusetts General Hospital, and Harvard Medical School.
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