
Is it okay to engage in 

cleanup? After the Storm- Mold and Moisture Cleanup  

A Guide for Saftey  

   
 

 

        None Known 
 

Okay to work all sizes of 
cleanup and dust        

generation 

 

 

High Risk 
 

Do not engage in cleanup 
Do not occupy structure 

during cleanup 

Some Risk 
 

Okay to work small and   
medium size mold             

contamination with minimal 
dust generation 

Assess individual health risk * 

 

 
Large 

>100 square feet 
 

Child’s bedroom or small 
office (10 x 10) 

Medium 

30-100 square feet 
 

About the size  of one side of a 
panel truck 

 

 

 

Small  

<30 square feet 
About the size  of a dining 
room table for 8 people 

Assess size of mold contamination 

Step 1  

Step 2 

PPE  R
emoval 

Is it safe to engage in 

cleanup? 

What types of activities 

can I be involved in? 

 

 

None 
Ex. Inspecting,         
observing from      

outside 

 

 

Minimal 
Ex. wet wiping of         

non-porous items,     
recovering moldy items 

 

 

Minimal 
Ex. Light Sweeping,    
removing building    

materials 

 

 

Significant 
Ex. Demolition, use of 

power tools 

No Control Level 1 work practices Level 2 work practices Level 3 work practices 

Assess dust generation 

 

  

 

Level 1   Level 2  Level 3  

 

*AND  adjacent  areas *AND adjacent  areas 

   

   

  *Exhaust air from work 
area to outside through 

HEPA filter.  

*Construct airlock and       
decontamination room 

  *Full-face elastomeric air 
purifying or powered     

air-purifying respirator 
(PAPR)  with P100         

cartridges  

   

   

 *with hood and booties  *with hood and booties  

   

Order of Removal  

   

 

Location of Removal 

  A decontamination 
room at the worksite 

Reuse and Disposal 

   

   Personal           

Hygiene 

Work Practices 

Personal       

Protective   

Equipment 

(PPE) 

Work Prep 

Area 

Utilize appropriate work practices  
Step 3 

What are safe work 

practices? 

PPE  Removal 

Wash entire body thoroughly  (including hair, scalp and nails) 

1st: gloves, 2nd: goggles, 3rd: coveralls, 4th: respirator ……... 

Respirator user seal check …………………………………………..………… 

Mist mold with soapy water ………………………………………………….. 

Minimize dust generation ………………………………………….………….. 

Put debris in plastic bag ………………………………………………………… 

Seal bag and remove outdoors ……………………………………………… 

HEPA vacuum dust ………………………………………………………………… 

Wet wipe surfaces …………………………………………………………………. 

Dry area with fan …………………………………………………………………... 

Do not eat, drink or smoke in work area ……………………………….. 

 

N, R or P-95  Respirator (minimum) 

Long Sleeve Rubber Gloves …………………………………………………... 

Disposable Coveralls (suggested) 

Unvented Goggles ………………………………………………………………. 

Remove occupants from work area 

Remove sensitized  occupants………………………………………………. 

Seal vent ducts/ grills with plastic sheeting…………………………. 

Open windows or use exhaust fan 

At the worksite, before going home 

Disposable coveralls and disposable respirators are to be 
discarded after use…………………………………………………………….. 

Goggles and gloves may be washed with mild detergent and 
warm water, dried and reused……………………………………………. 

Full-face elastomeric and PAPR respirator cartridges can be 
reused………………………………………………………………………………... 

Elastomeric and PAPR face pieces are to be washed in mild 
detergent and warm water, dried and reused……………………. 

When not in use, respirators are to be placed in a sealed 
plastic bag…………………………………………………………………………. 



*We suggest that individuals determine their individual health risk with their health provider 

in advance of a severe weather event.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention        

suggests criteria to guide determining health risk.  Considerations include cardio and            

respiratory status, allergies, age and immune response status. 

Center for Indoor  

Environments and Health 

For questions or additional information please contact Kelly Wallace at 860-679-2971 or      

kewallace@uchc.edu. 


