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Department of Health Career Opportunity Programs 
John & Valerie Rowe Endowment Fund 

Annual Bridge to the Future Health Career Pathways Mentoring Conference 
October 19, 2024 

 
College Agenda 

 

 
 

 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
 
8:30 a.m. – 8:35 a.m. 
 

 
Registration/Breakfast (Keller Lobby & Auditorium) 
 
Welcome (Keller Auditorium) 
Danielle Watt, Ph.D., Associate Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative 
     Health Career Opportunity Programs 
 

8:35 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Opening Remarks (Keller Auditorium) 
Marja Hurley, M.D., UConn Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor 
     Professor of Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery 
     Associate Dean, Health Career Opportunity Programs  
     Founding Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative  
Jaelon Blandburg, Third-Year Dental Student 
     Co-President, Student National Dental Association/Hispanic Student Dental Association 
Andrea Rodriguez Melendez, Second-Year Medical Student 
     Co-President, Latino Medical Student Association 
Uma Mehta, Second-Year Medical Student 
     Treasurer, Student National Medical Association 
 

8:50 a.m. – 9:05 a.m. Introduction of Keynote Speaker (Keller Auditorium) 
Marja Hurley, M.D. 
 
Keynote Speaker (Keller Auditorium) 
Nurudeen ‘Lucky’ Osumah, M.D., MBA 
     Emergency Medicine Residency Program 
     University of Connecticut School of Medicine 
     Quinnipiac University Class of 2016 
     University of Connecticut School of Medicine Class of 2022 
 

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
10:10 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 

Pathways Research Poster Symposium (Academic Rotunda Lobby) 
UConn Health Tours  
     Medical and Dental Student Presenters 
 
Medical/Dental/Graduate Admissions Panel (Academic Rotunda) 
Kerry-Ann Stewart, Ph.D., Moderator, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences 
      Assistant Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative 
      Health Career Opportunity Programs 
Marja Hurley, M.D., UConn Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor  
     Professor of Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery  
     Associate Dean, Health Career Opportunity Programs  
     Founding Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative  
Gerald Birmingham, D.M.D., M.P.H., Clinical Assistant Professor, General Dentistry 
     Assistant Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative 
     Health Career Opportunity Programs 
Lenworth Ellis, M.D., Assistant Professor of Medicine 
     Interim Chief, Division of Occupational & Environmental Medicine 
Nurudeen Osumah, M.D., M.P.H., UConn Emergency Medicine Resident 
 



 
 

 
 
11:05 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. 

 
*Concurrent Sessions (11:-05 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.) 
 
*Dental Impressions Workshop (Classroom C8) 
Gerald Birmingham, D.M.D., M.P.H., Co-Facilitator 
     Clinical Assistant Professor, General Dentistry 
     Assistant Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative 
     Health Career Opportunity Programs 
Jaelon Blandburg, Third-Year Dental Student, Co-Facilitator 
Dental Students, Student National Dental Association/Hispanic Student Dental Association 
 

11:05 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. *Medical Breakout Session: Patient History & Case Study (Academic Rotunda) 
Lenworth Ellis, M.D., Co-Facilitator 
     Assistant Professor of Medicine 
     Interim Chief, Division of Occupational & Environmental Medicine 
Marja Hurley, M.D., Co-Facilitator 
     UConn Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor  
     Professor of Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery  
     Associate Dean, Health Career Opportunity Programs  
     Founding Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative  
Medical & Dental Students 
 

12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch (Keller Lobby & Low Learning Center) 
 

1:10 p.m. – 1:55 p.m. “Road to Success” & Scholar Athlete Panel (Low Learning Center) 
Jaelon Blandburg, Third-Year Dental Student, Co-Moderator 
Khaoula Ben Haj Frej, Fourth-Year Medical Student, Co-Moderator 
Medical & Dental Student Panelists 
 

1:55 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closing Remarks & Acknowledgments (Low Learning Center) 
Marja Hurley, M.D., UConn Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor  
     Professor of Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery  
     Associate Dean, Health Career Opportunity Programs  
     Founding Director, Aetna Health Professions Partnership Initiative  
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