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Keynote Speaker

Monica M. Laronda, Ph.D.

Director, Research for the Fertility & Hormone Preservation Program of Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children’s Hospital, Chicago, IL.

Topic of Discussion:

“Supporting an Open Future: Basic and Translational Research in Engineering Ovarian Function”

Monica M. Laronda 1s the Director of Research for
the Fertility & Hormone Preservation & Restoration
Program at the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's
Hospital of Chicago. She i1s the Gesualdo Family
Research Scholar at the Stanley Manne Children's
Research Institute and Assistant Professor in the
Department of Pediatrics and Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at Northwestern
University. She has been awarded several National
Institutes of Health grants to study foundational
biology and to engineer regenerative techniques for
both ovaries and testes.

The Laronda Lab seeks to understand mechanisms of
human sex development and to translate this
knowledge into solutions that support fertility and
hormone diagnostic and restorative technologies. The
Laronda Lab mission 1s driven by the hope of
patients and families that see themselves or their
children as thriving future adults and we aim to
provide these children with the “right to an open
future.”

Dr. Laronda 1s also Director of Research for the
Fertility & Hormone Preservation & Restoration or

Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 Oncofertility Program at Lurie Children's. Our
scientific focus 1s in gonad biology and sex hormone
Time: 3()()pm — 6()()pm endocrinology. We utilize big data and spatial
information of biological and physical cues to
Place: Academic Rotunda & LObby engineer functional cells and microenvironments to

test and regenerate gametogenesis and hormone

UConn Health function.




