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Depression and Disability in Older Persons: Building a Research Program

Guest Speaker

Dr. Lisa Barry is driven by a mission to improve the
lives of older adults through research that bridges
mental health, physical function, and social
vulnerability. As a chronic disease epidemiologist
and Professor of Psychiatry at the UConn School of
Medicine and Center on Aging/UConn Pepper
Center, her work seeks to improve understanding of
the relationship between depression and disability
as a means of promoting independence in older
persons.

She earned her MPH and PhD in Epidemiology and
Public Health from Yale University, where she also
completed a postdoctoral fellowship in Geriatric
Clinical Epidemiology. Dr. Barry joined UConn in
2011. In addition to her research, she co-directs the
Lisa C. Barry, PhD, MPH Capstone component of the Scholarship and

Professor of Psychiatry Discovery course and the Junior Faculty Career
Development Award Program.

UConn Center on Aging

Supported by federal grants and published in
leading journals, Dr. Barry’s research informs care
strategies for vulnerable aging populations,
particularly older individuals with a history of
incarceration. Her interdisciplinary approach and
commitment to equity make her a respected voice
in geriatric research and a compelling speaker on
the challenges and opportunities in aging and public
health.
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