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Sample Syllabus
Standard 7: Professionalism and Ethical Practice
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ECiPC-Equity Sample Syllabus

 Integrating EI/ECSE Standards and Equity in Early Childhood Intervention: 
Every infant and young child with a delay in development or disability and their family, will have access to and participate in early childhood intervention, that is individually designed to be racially, ethnically, culturally, and linguistically responsive to ensure equitable, appropriate, and optimal child and family outcomes.

This sample syllabus provides resources, activities, readings, and assignments aligned with the Initial Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for Early Interventionists/Early Childhood Special Educators (EI/ECSE Standards, 2020), DEC Recommended Practices (2014), and the ECiPC-Equity definition of Early Childhood (https://health.uconn.edu/ecipc-equity/). 

Consider state and university policies and add as appropriate. This is not a complete syllabus; nor is it intended to suggest that the standard would be addressed in only one course in the curriculum. This syllabus is intended to act as a sample that can be adapted for your classroom and students. Suggested assignments and resources can be used to support students at the knowledge development stage as well as “advanced” students with more experience (i.e., those in upper-level undergraduate courses and/or graduate courses) who are ready to "dig deeper".

Standard 7: Professionalism and Ethical Practice

Course Description
This course is designed to help students identify and engage with the profession of early intervention and early childhood special education (EI/ECSE) by exhibiting skills in reflective practice, advocacy, and leadership while adhering to ethical and legal guidelines. Evidence-based and recommended practices will be promoted, and students will learn to engage with them.

Required Text 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The text below is an example text for Standard 7. When developing or revising your syllabus, you may also choose supplemental readings. (See References in the Resources section of the ECPC Curriculum Modules: Professional Standards for related literature and resources.)

Batz, R., Boone Blanchard, S., Rooks-Ellis, D. L., & Stegenga, S. M. (2023). Leadership: 
Leading from where you are. DEC Recommended Practices Monograph Series No. 9. 
Division for Early Childhood.
Gargiulo, R. M., & Kilgo, J. L. (2024). An introduction to young children with delays and disabilities: Birth through age eight (6th ed.). Sage.

Standard 7 Components - Student Learning Outcomes
IHE faculty may develop additional student learning objectives by breaking down the components into sub-objectives and describing the knowledge, skills, and dispositions students are expected to learn upon successful completion of this course. Two sample student learning objectives are listed for each of the numbered components below. These are examples only and are not intended to be a complete set of objectives for the respective component.

As a result of active participation and successful completion of course requirements, students will be able to:
7.1 Engage with the profession of EI/ECSE by participating in local, regional, national, and/or international activities and professional organizations.
· Identify current issues and trends within the EI/ECSE profession.
· Identify local and regional activities sponsored by DEC or another EI/ECSE professional organization.
7.2 Engage in ongoing reflective practice and access evidence-based information to improve their own practices.
· Describe the role of reflective practice to promote professional growth and improvement of EI/ECSE knowledge and skills.
· Describe how to access evidence-based information to improve EI/ECSE practice.
7.3 Exhibit leadership skills in advocating for improved outcomes for young children, families, and the profession, including the promotion of and use of evidence-based practices and decision-making.
· Describe the role of leadership and advocacy to improve outcomes for young children, families, and the profession.
· Describe how to access evidence-based practices and decision-making to improve outcomes for young children, families, and the profession. 
7.4 Practice within ethical and legal policies and procedures.
· Describe ethical and legal policies and procedures that define practice in EI/ECSE.
· Identify professional association resources to support the application of ethical codes of conduct to guide EI/ECSE practice.
Topical Course Outline
The topical course outline is organized by course sessions and aligns course topics with EI/ECSE Standards and components. In addition, reading(s) and learning activities are identified for each topic.
	Week
	Standard 7 Components
	Topic and Readings
	Activities

	1

	[bookmark: _30j0zll]7.1
[bookmark: _1fob9te]
	-Defining the EI/ECSE Profession and the EI/ECSE Professional
     -Origins of the EI/ECSE 
        profession
     -Importance of EI/ECSE

[bookmark: _Int_JTJYnug5]Bricker, D., Xie, H., & Bohjanen, S. (2018). A history of EI/ECSE in the United States: A personal perspective. Journal of Early Intervention, 40(2), 121-137.

Gargiulo & Kilgo, Ch. 1, 2

	Watch the videos, Brandon’s Story, A Mother’s Voice, Be a Part of Early Intervention, and Early Childhood Education. In your group, discuss what this mother, son, and preschool teacher identify as important about early intervention and preschool education. 

Use Bricker et al. (2018) to create a timeline of the development of the field of EI/ECSE.

	2
	7.1
	-Current Issues and Trends in the EI/ECSE Profession & Professional Organizations

Batz et al. (2023), Ch. 1 (p.1) 
Gargiulo & Kilgo, Ch. 10
	Explore the websites of DEC, ISEI, and NAEYC. With your discussion group, talk about the mission and vision of each professional organization, identify the current issues and trends in the EI/ECSE profession shared by each organization, and make a list of professional learning communities offered by the organizations that you would be interested in joining.


	3




	7.1

	-EI/ECSE and ECE Professional Standards at the National & State Level 


	Watch the video, Initial Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for Early Interventionists/Early Childhood Special Educators. 

Discuss the importance of personnel standards and the relationship of the EI/ECSE and ECE Standards with your group. 

	4
	7.1, 7.3

	-DEC Recommended Practices (RPs)

Batz et al. (2023) 
Ch. 5 (p.59) 




	Explore the DEC Recommended Practices with Examples. 

Identify the Family RPs that align with advocacy and professionalism. Complete the Early Childhood Recommended Practices Module 5: Family and reflect on the opportunities for advocacy.


	5

	7.2

	-Developing a Professional Growth Plan

Batz et al. (2023) 
Ch. 8 (p.113) 

	Develop an annual professional growth plan. Identify three areas for growth and include five activities and five resources that will help to support your professional growth.


	6

	7.2

	Using Reflective Practice

Kroeger, S. D., Doyle, K., Carnahan, C., & Benson, A. G. (2022). Microteaching: An opportunity for meaningful professional development. TEACHING Exceptional Children, 56(6), 462-471. 

	Use the guidelines from Kroeger et al. (2022) to complete a Microteaching video analysis of your practice.

Respond to the following prompts in three to five paragraphs: Why is reflection relevant to me and my practice? How do I do it? What are the benefits?


	7
	7.3, 7.4
	-National and State Policies that Impact EI/ECSE Systems 

Review the following policy statement: 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services & U.S. Department of Education. (2023). Policy Statement on  
Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs.

Gargiulo & Kilgo, Ch.2
	Discuss the implications of the inclusion policy statement on early intervention educators, early childhood special educators, families, and schools. 

Visit the CEC Legislative Action Center and learn about legislative issues that are critical for children and their families. Find your elected officials.

Research current legislation or an issue in EI/ECSE in your local or state area. Discuss the implications for teachers, educational centers, and families. 


	8

	7.3
	-The Importance of Advocacy

Fisher, K., & Miller, K. M. (2021). Legislative advocacy for special educators. TEACHING Exceptional Children, 53(3), 244-252.

Batz et al. (2023) 
Ch. 6 (p.77) 


	[bookmark: _Int_JcyDyO6F]Watch the video, Quick Take: Advocacy. Visit the DEC Policy and Advocacy, and read the following documents: Do’s and Don’ts, How to Advocate in Your State, and Taking Action Through Speaking to Your Legislators. Create an advocacy journal reflecting a minimum of once a week on what you have done and/or can do as an advocate for young children and their families.

At the DEC Policy and Advocacy page, read two of the advocacy letters and discuss with your group.


	9

	7.3

	-Relationship of Advocacy to Systems Change

[bookmark: _Int_lfGPSWF6][bookmark: _Int_81uBItPL]Stegenga, S. M., Skubel, A., Corr, C., & Nagro, S. (2022). Your voice matters: A practitioner’s guide for engaging in policy through advocacy. Young Exceptional Children, 25(1), 42-56.

	From the Stegenga et al. article, choose one activity from each category to dip, wade, and dive into the policy waters. Reflect on your experiences in your advocacy journal.


	10

	7.3
	-Historical and Current Systems of Marginalization and Inequities

Batz et al. (2023) 
Ch. 9 (p.129) 

Gargiulo & Kilgo, Ch. 10

[bookmark: _Int_N8w7gezI]Stansberry Brusnahan, L., Maguire, E., Harkins Monaco, E. A., Leckie, A., Bailey, S., & Fuller, M. (2023). Leading with an equity lens: Addressing the intersection of racism and ableism in public schools. Teaching Exceptional Children, 55(5), 302-313.

	Discuss the NAEYC AdvancingAt the DEC Policy and Advocacy Equity in Early Childhood Education Position Statement & DEC Racial Equity Point of View in small groups. 

Read Najarro, I. (2023).  Educational inequality: 4 moments in history that explain where we qre today. Education Week, and use the jigsaw teaching strategy to discuss the 4 movements in small groups.




	11
	7.3
	-Leading with Equity and EI/ECSE

Beneke, M., Park, C., Taitingfong, J. (2018). An inclusive, anti-bias framework for teaching and learning about race with young children. Young Exceptional Children, (22)2. 74-86. 

Shaffer, L., Vinh, M., Shapland, D., & O’Grady, C. (2023). Practicing anti-racism as inclusion: Start in early childhood! Teaching Exceptional Children, 55(5), 350-358.

DEC Racial Equity Point of View 2023

Early Childhood Intervention Personnel Center: Equity
Conceptual Framework
Definition of Equity 

	Read the Beneke et al. article for class discussion. Explore the online resources presented in Table 3 of the article for anti-bias teaching and learning.

Watch this DEC Learning Deck Understanding Implicit Bias and Its Role in Early Learning Environments. 

Create a five-slide presentation of the key take away messages from the DEC Learning Deck. 

	12

	7.4
	-Professional Organization Codes of Ethics

Bivins, S. (2023). Ethics in action in early childhood. Early Childhood Education, Article 23844.
	Discuss the Division for Early Childhood Position Statement  on Ethical Practice and NAEYC Code of Ethics
with your group. 

In groups review the non-educator professional organizations (AOTA, ASHA, APTA, etc.) and investigate their ethics statements. What are the similarities? What are differences that are unique to those professional organizations?


	13
	7.3

	-Building Practitioner Resilience in EI/ECSE 

Gupta, S. S. (2021). Building practitioner resilience for change in EI/ECSE. Young Exceptional Children, 24(1), 3-15.

Batz et al. (2023)
Ch. 4 (p.39) 

	Reflect on 2-3 questions posed for leaders in Gupta (2021). 

	14
	7.3

	-Reflective Planning (Part I) 

Friesen, A., & Mihai, A. (2024). Promoting EI/ECSE practitioners’ professional growth through a reflective practice framework. Young Exceptional Children, 27(1), 16-28.

	Complete the Reflective Practice Framework discussed in Friesen & Mihai (2024). 



	15
	7.3
	-Reflective Planning (Part II) 

Rivera, C. J., Haughney, K. L., Clark, K. A., & Werunga, R. (2022). Culturally responsive planning, instruction, and reflection for young children with significant disabilities. Young Exceptional Children, 25(2), 74-87. 

	In small groups, plan an instructional activity using the Research-Based Considerations and Examples for Planning outlined in Rivera et al. (2022).

	16
	7.1 7.2, 7.3


	-Reflection on the Profession

Batz et al. (2023) 
Ch. 12 (p.173) 

	Reflect on your advocacy journey documented in your advocacy journal. 

Prepare and videotape a two-minute elevator speech explaining your role as an EI/ECSE professional. Include why you are an advocate.



Resources
Resources to supplement the ECPC Sample Syllabus Standard 7:
· CEC Initial Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for EI/ECSE (2020)
· Link to the standards and supporting resources.
· Center for Parent Information and Resources
· Link to family-friendly materials and resources.
· Division for Early Childhood Code of Ethics
· A public statement of principles and practice guidelines.
· Division for Early Childhood Policy and Advocacy
· Learn more about ECI policy and advocacy opportunities.
· Division for Early Childhood Recommended Practices with Examples
· Effective practices to improve child outcomes.
· Early Childhood Recommended Practices Modules (Module 5)
· A module to learn about effective family-professional partnership practices.
· ECPC Adult Learning Planning Tool
· A tool for use by higher education faculty and professional development providers when planning and implementing a topic/content/practice.
· ECPC Cross-Disciplinary Competencies
· Core cross-disciplinary competence areas for use by ECI professionals.
· ECPC Curriculum Modules: Professional Standards
· A module for each of the seven EI/ECSE Standards with a variety of resources (e.g., multimedia illustrations, websites, references).
· Ethical Principles: Matrix of Professional Organizations
· An overview of professional organizations’ ethical principles and practices.
· Focus on Ethics
· A NAEYC resource that reflects best thinking anchored by the question “What should an ethical early childhood educator do?”
· Naturalistic Instructional Practices Checklist
· [bookmark: _Int_zVTsUoYR]An ECTA resource, the checklist includes the characteristics of naturalistic instructional practices that can be used by a practitioner or parent to support and strengthen child learning and development while a child is engaged in everyday home, community, or classroom activities. 
· NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment 
· Link to the NAEYC code of ethics that offers guidelines for responsible behavior in early care and education.
· Professional Standards and Competencies for Early Childhood Educators
· Link to the standards of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
· Systematic Instructional Practices Checklist
· [bookmark: _Int_TtjyLBQY]An ECTA resource, the checklist includes the characteristics of systematic instructional practices that can be used by a practitioner or parent to teach targeted skills and to promote child learning and development. 
· Understanding Implicit Bias and Its Role in Early Learning Environments
· A DEC Learning Deck to support ECI professionals in reducing implicit biases and using culturally responsive practices.

Journals in EI/ECSE
Below are examples of journals that publish topics about EI/ECSE. Faculty may want to explain how to use articles to support practice and to examine current research. Clarify the difference between practitioner-based journals and research-based journals.

	· Exceptional Parent Magazine
· Infants and Young Children
· International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education 
· Intervention in School and Clinic
· Journal of Early Hearing Detection and Intervention  
· Journal of Early Intervention
	· Journal of Special Education Technology 
· Rural Special Education Quarterly
· Teaching Exceptional Children 
· Topics in Early Childhood Special Education
· Young Children
· Young Exceptional Children



Assignments
1. Issues in the EI/ECSE Profession (Components 7.1 and 7.2)
Select one issue or trend in the EI/ECSE profession. Search the recommended peer-reviewed journals and locate three research-based articles and two practitioner-based articles that discuss the selected issue/trend. Create an annotated bibliography for each selected source. Each annotation should include the main points of the source and a reflection on how the source fits with your thoughts about the selected issue/trend. Use APA formatting for your references.   

2. EI/ECSE Professional Association and Technical Assistance Websites (Component 7.1)
Visit the websites of these EI/ECSE professional organizations and technical assistance centers. Review each website and the resources available. Think about how the information and resources are relevant to you as a current or future professional in EI/ECSE.
· ASHA: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
· American Occupational Therapy Association 
· American Physical Therapy Association
· Council for Exceptional Children
· Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children
· Early Childhood Personnel Center
· Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
· National Association for the Education of Young Children
· National Association of School Psychologists
· Zero to Three
 
After reviewing the websites, respond to the following:
· Identify two of the websites that are most relevant to you at this time.
· Identify two to three links from each website that are the most helpful to you now.
· Provide a brief paragraph explaining how you would use the information from the website and the selected links now.

3. Self-Reflection and Professional Growth Plan (Component 7.2)
Plan a small group activity in which you will use naturalistic and systematic instructional practices. Record yourself implementing the activity. Watch the video and complete both the Naturalistic Instructional Practices Checklist and the Systematic Instructional Practices Checklist. 

Review the results and identify one practice from each checklist that you want to improve. Develop a Professional Growth Plan (PGP) using the two practices you identified. Include the following in your PGP:
· One goal and one objective per practice
· An activity or activities in which you will engage to improve each practice
· The person(s) responsible (i.e., you and anyone else that you may ask to assist in some way such as an observer)
· Resources needed (e.g., video vignettes demonstrating the practice)
· One or two outcome/s per practice (e.g., what will happen because of improved practice)

4. Advocacy Journal (Components 7.2 and 7.3)
Create an advocacy journal to document your advocacy journey during the course. Seek out experiences that expand on course topics, support the use of evidence-based and recommended practices, and involve advocating for improved outcomes for young children, families, and the EI/ECSE profession.

5. Legislation and the Impact on Children and Families (Component 7.4)
Choose three different pieces of state (or local) legislation and describe how they impact young children and their families. For each, include 1) the title, 2) a brief description, 3) resulting services, and 4) the impact on young children and their families. In addition, think about what you need to know and be able to do as an EI/ECSE professional to implement the services described within the legislation you choose for the assignment. 

[bookmark: _Int_ekZ823U1]In addition to the state and local legislation that impacts young children and their families, there is federal legislation to consider for this assignment. The websites below provide information about two important pieces of federal legislation.
· The U.S. Department of Education’s Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website brings together IDEA information and resources. Parent rights are described. 
· The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) prohibits discrimination based on disability in employment, state and local government, public accommodations (Title III), commercial facilities, transportation, and telecommunications. Title III regulations impact childcare and preschool programs. Learn more at the ADA website.

6. EI/ECSE Ethical Dilemmas (Component 7.4)
You will be assigned two vignettes from Focus on Ethics, a NAEYC resource that reflects best thinking anchored by the question “What should an ethical early childhood educator do?” Read the two vignettes. For each dilemma, respond in writing to the following:
· Describe the ethical dilemma for each vignette.
· Identify the DEC Code of Ethics’ statement(s) you would use to address each dilemma.
· From the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment, identify the ideal and principle that you might use in addressing this ethical dilemma.   
· Write a two to three paragraph rationale for each ethical dilemma as to why you chose the DEC Code of Ethics’ statement and the NAEYC ideal and principle.















This is a product of the Early Childhood Intervention Personnel Center for Equity (ECIPC-Equity) awarded to the University of Connecticut Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities and was made possible by Cooperative Agreement #H325C220003 which is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. All rights reserved.
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