Healthcare Challenges for Justice-Involved Youth: A Pediatric Perspective
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The Pediatric Interest Group (IG), consisting of students from the UConn Schools of Medicine, o .

Dental Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Social Work, and Quinnipiac University’s Physician Monthly Meetlngs ° - - .

Assistant program, addressed the emerging issues affecting the pediatric population. Through Each member or group of members presented on various topics within the umbrella term of pediatrics. These topics included justice involvement, nutrition education, mental health, and healthcare access.
monthly student-led discussions the IG explored the complex healthcare needs of justice- Members of the Pediatric Interest Group participated in virtual monthly meetings to further educate themselves about the health outcomes of justice-involved youth.
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planning.
Notable activities carried out during these meetings included expert presentations, journal club

sessions, and treatment team simulations, with success evaluated through surveys and feedback
from students and alumni.
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This year the Pediatric IG focused on the healthcare challenges of justice-involved youth, ] . .
highlighting mental health disorders, limited healthcare access due to Medicaid/CHIP ineligibility, Conclusion and Future Directions
and varying health outcomes across juvenile facilities. Justice-involved youth face increased risks

f tal health di t hysical health 1 that extend into adulthood . : : : :
o.r ettt e .dIS.OI’d.eI’S, substance abuse, a'nd physical fed .1ssues arex e.n HIEO aCUFO0E, The Pediatric Interest Group recognizes that while progress has been made in community awareness, there Acknowledgments
with stress from justice involvement contributing to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

remains significant work to be done in addressing the unique healthcare needs of justice-involved youth,
ensuring equitable access to care and support.

and long-term health disparities.!->> There is a shift toward community-based mental and
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