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BIRTH: 
January 9, 1952, Pasadena, CA

EDUCATION:

University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI
1969-1971

Purdue University, W. Lafayette, IN
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1971-1973

University of California, Los Angeles, CA


Ph.D. (biology; advisor: Susumu Hagiwara) 
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Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, MA


post-doc (advisor: Lewis Tilney)
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University of California, San Diego, CA


post-doc (advisor: Meredith Gould)
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FACULTY POSITIONS
University of Connecticut Health Center, Farmington, CT


Assistant Professor
1981-1985

Associate Professor with tenure
1986-1991


Full Professor
1992-present


Interim Chair
2006-2011


Chair
2011-present

AWARDS
UConn Health Loeser Award for Outstanding Teaching, 1988

National Science Foundation Faculty Award for Women, 1991-1997

Human Frontier Science Program Award, 2000-2004

Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2007

MERIT Award, NICHD, 2014-2024
Mike McClure Pioneer Award, 2017

UConn Health Dean’s Award for Excellence in Research Mentoring, 2018
Member, National Academy of Sciences, 2021

UConn Board of Trustees Professor, 2022
SELECTED OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

1983 - present
Faculty for summer courses at the Marine Biological Lab (Woods Hole) (Embryology, Frontiers in Reproduction)

1986 - 2007
Associate editor, Developmental Biology
2007 – present
Editorial board, Developmental Biology
1993 
Organizer, Gordon Conference on Fertilization and the Activation of Development
1998 - 2012
NIH study sections (member: Cell Development and Function, 1998-2002; Cellular, Molecular, and Integrative Reproduction, 2006-2012) 

2000 - 2025
Marine Biological Lab Committee on Advanced Courses (Woods Hole) (chair 2012-2019)
2011- 2016
NICHD Board of Scientific Counselors

2012
Co-organizer, Cold Spring Harbor meeting on Germ Cells
2019
Co-organizer, 5th International Oocyte Meeting (Villefranche-sur-Mer, France)
2017 – 2022
Scientific Advisory Board, Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry

2018 – 2024
Board of Scientific Councilors, Frontiers in Reproduction Program (Burroughs Welcome Fund)
2019 – present
Scientific Advisory Board, Villefranche-sur-Mer Developmental Biology Laboratory (University of Paris – CNRS)
2022 – present
Scientific Advisory Board, Max Planck Institute for Multidisciplinary Sciences

2024 – present
Editorial board, PNAS
INVITED PRESENTATIONS (2005-present)
March, 2005
Seminar at University of Connecticut, Storrs

March, 2005
European Molecular Biology Organization, conference on "Meiotic Divisions and Checkpoints" (Corsica, France)

July, 2005
NICHD workshop on"Gamete Interaction"

July, 2005
Gordon Conference on "Fertilization and the Activation of Development"

November, 2005
Seminar at Boston College 

April, 2006
Seminar at University of Pennsylvania

May, 2006
Seminar at Northwestern University

June, 2006
Gordon Conference on "Mammalian Gametogenesis and Embryogenesis"

June, 2006
Endocrine Society Meeting, symposium talk

November, 2006
Symposium on "Cell Signaling in Gamete Activation: from Basic Research to ART" (Tokyo, Japan)

November, 2006
Seminar at Tokyo Institute of Technology

February, 2007
Seminar at Florida Institute of Technology

February, 2007
Seminar at University of Florida, Whitney Lab

July, 2007
Seminar at Marine Biological Lab, Woods Hole

March, 2008
Seminar at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle WA

October, 2008
Seminar at the Vollum Institute, Portland OR

April, 2009
Seminar at Ottawa Health Research Institute, Ottawa, Canada

June, 2009
Conference on "Meiotic Divisions in Oocytes" (Tourtour, France)

June, 2009 
Seminar at the European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Heidelberg, Germany
July, 2009
Seminar at University of Wuerzburg, Germany

July, 2009
Gordon Conference on "Cell Fusion"

November, 2009
Keynote speaker for "Réseau Québécois en Réproduction" Symposium, Montreal

March, 2010
Seminar at University of Pennsylvania

June, 2010
Jean Clark Dan Symposium, Woods Hole

September, 2010
Keynote speaker for meeting on “Mechanisms of Egg Maturation and Fertilization”, University of Washington, Friday Harbor Labs
October, 2010
Cold Spring Harbor meeting on Germ Cells

December, 2010
Seminar at University of Massachusetts, Amherst

March, 2011
Seminar at University of Massachusetts, Worcester

June, 2011
Seminar at University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

Dec. 2011
Speaker and mentoring event at meeting of American Society for Cell Biology

April 2012
Seminar at National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, North Carolina

June 2012
Speaker at NICHD Intramural Scientific Retreat, Bethesda

February, 2013
Seminar at Washington State University

April, 2013
Seminar at Cornell University

June, 2013
Speaker at EMBO conference on “Oocyte Maturation and Fertilization”

June, 2013
Seminar and mentoring event at University of Giessen, Germany, for lecture series “Perspectives – Women in the Life Sciences”
Nov., 2013
Seminar at Connecticut Children’s Hospital

March, 2014
Seminar at University of Connecticut, Storrs

March, 2015
Seminar at University of Washington, Seattle

June, 2015
Speaker at conference on “Oocyte Maturation and Fertilization”, Japan

February, 2016
Seminar at University of Pittsburgh

November, 2016
Seminar at University of Minnesota

June, 2017
Keynote speaker for Frontiers in Reproduction Symposium, Woods Hole

June, 2017
8th International Conference on cGMP, Germany

July, 2017
Speaker and mentoring event at Gordon Conference on "Fertilization and the Activation of Development"

April, 2018
Seminar at the European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Heidelberg, Germany

April, 2018
117th International Titisee Conference, From Oocyte to Embryo, Germany
April, 2018
Seminar at University of Hamburg, Germany

July, 2018
Speaker and mentoring event at meeting of the Society for the Study of Reproduction

January, 2019
Seminar at Imagine Institute, Paris, France

August, 2019
Speaker and mentoring event at Gordon Conference on "Fertilization and the Activation of Development"
April, 2022
Speaker at National Academy of Science meeting 

March, 2023
Seminar at University of Nebraska

March, 2023
Seminar at University of Illinois 

March, 2024
Seminar at University of Kansas

June, 2024
Speaker at Gordon Conference on “Cyclic Nucleotide Phosphodiesterases”

August, 2024
Seminar at Marine Biological Lab, Woods Hole MA

November, 2024
Seminar at Dartmouth College

June, 2025
Seminar at Marine Biological Lab, Woods Hole, MA

January, 2026
Speaker at "Fertility 2026", Edinburgh Scotland

GRANT FUNDING (2000-present)
1981- 2024
NIH, R01/R37-HD14939, "Signal Transduction at Fertilization"

2000-2004
Human Frontiers Science Program, “Signal Transduction during Oocyte Maturation” 

2005-2010
NIH, R01-DK073499, "Regulation of meiotic arrest by a Gs-linked receptor"

2010- 2013
NIH, R21HD067017, “Function of a voltage-sensitive phosphatase in the regulation of sperm-egg fusion”
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